Austin Film Society

Essential Cinema

Children of Abraham/Ibrahim:

Films of North Africa and the Middle East

Feb 20 – March 27, 2007

Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm

Alamo Drafthouse South [1120 South Lamar]

Tickets available on the Austin Film Society website 

http://www.austinfilm.org
Admission free to AFS members

Admission $4 for all others

This will be the first of an annual film series featuring films from the Middle East and North Africa since those areas have become so much a part of the American consciousness and will doubtlessly remain so. Rather than focusing on the films of an individual country each year, we will show 4-6 important films from various countries in the region:  Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, Jordan, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.



-- Chale Nafus, Director of Programming, Austin Film Society

Tues 20 Feb. 7:00 pm

IRON ISLAND (JAZIREH AHANI)

Written and directed by Mohammad Rasoulof, cinematography by Reza Jalali,  distributed by Kino International, Iran, 2005, 35mm, color, unrated in US, 90 min.

Cast: Ali Nassirian, Hossein Farzi-Zadeh, Neda Pakdaman

Farsi with English subtitles

A group of Sunni Arab Bandaris from Shia-majority Iran live on an abandoned oil tanker anchored in the Persian Gulf. Their commander, surrogate father, stern  but loving patriarch, and religious counselor is Captain Nemat, an Islamic combination of two obsessive captains in literature—Ahab of Moby Dick and Nemo of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. Giving his tenants free living quarters in exchange for their labor (including the children) in dismantling the ship for scrap metal, he may be an exploiter or a founding father. Ever vigilant against corrupting influences, Nemat punishes those who attempt to escape his rule, watch TV, or indulge in some youthful infatuations. As the boat continues to take on water slowly but surely, Nemat must decide where to lead his followers next. His choice for their “promised land” makes life on the rusty metal tanker seem blissful in contrast.  

Tues 27 Feb. 7:00 pm 

SATIN ROUGE

Written and directed by Raja Amari, cinematography by Diane Baratier, edited by Pauline Dairou, distributed by Zeitgeist Films, Tunisia, 2002, 35mm, color, unrated in US, 100 min.

Cast: Hiam Abbass, Hend El Fahem, Maher Kamoun, Monia Hichri

Arabic and French with English subtitles

Lilia is raising her teenaged daughter alone after the death of her husband. She gets by with sewing and maintaining their lower middle-class apartment, but she is bored and unhappy except for brief moments of dancing before her mirror and watching TV soap operas. Worried about Salma’s possible involvement with a young drummer, Lilia follows him to a cabaret where he plays in a band. Once she steps inside the large smoke-filled club where men drink and watch the sensual movements of belly-dancers, both young and not so, Lilia begins a journey toward freedom, joy, and unbridled self-expression. With her own experiences studying dance and making acclaimed short films, director Raja Amari brings sensitivity and great dramatic understanding to this uplifting film.   
Tues 6 Mar. 7:00 pm 

TURTLES CAN FLY (LAKPOSHTHA HAM PARVAZ MIKONAND)
Written and directed by Bahman Ghobadi, cinematography by Shahriar Assadi, distributed by New Yorker Films, Iran/France/Iraq, 2004, 35mm, color, rated PG-13, 98 min.

Cast: Soran Ebrahim, Avaz Latif, Saddam Hossein Feysal, Hiresh Feysal Rahman

Kurdish with English subtitles

Relegated to a refugee camp near the Iraqi-Turkish border, a community of Kurdish children and adults eke out a living by defusing land mines (sometimes unsuccessfully) and selling them to U.N. representatives. It is 2003 and no one in the camp realizes that the brutal regime of their tormentor, Saddam Hussein, is about to come to an end. Living in a post-apocalyptic environment of burned-out tanks, abandoned high-tech equipment, and ubiquitous, still deadly mines, a 13-year-old boy acquires a satellite dish on the techno-black market and earns a proud nickname (“Satellite”) and the respect of the tribal elders by tuning into a news network which announces the imminent invasion of Iraq. With that news comes the slightest hope that life will not have to remain so grim and dangerous for the Kurdish people.       
Tues 13 March 

SXSW Film Festival

No AFS Essential Cinema screening

Tues 20 Mar. 7:00 pm 

JAMES’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

Directed by Ra’anan Alexandrowicz, written by Ra’anan Alexandrowicz and Sami Duenias, cinematography by Sharon De Mayo, edited by Ron Goldman, distributed by Zeitgeist Films, Israel, 2003, 35mm, color, British rating PG, 91 min.

Cast: Siyabonga Melongisi Shibe, Salim Dau, Arieh Elias, Sandra Schonwald

Hebrew, English, and Zulu with English subtitles

James is a young South African Christian intent on making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Once he arrives in Tel Aviv, he is swept up into the arms of immigration officers who throw him into jail. Shimi, whom James initially considers a good Samaritan, bails him out, but then forces him into his crew of “Third World cleaning and construction workers.” Smart and enterprising, James eventually finds a way to become his own boss. The original religious mission for visiting Israel now replaced by a more worldly vision of possibilities, he is quickly adapting to a successful manhood in his new homeland. South African actor Siyabonga Melongisi Shibe perfectly embodies his character with wit, charm, and intelligence. 


Tues 27 Mar. 7:00pm  

CLIMATES (IKLIMLER)

Written and directed by Nuri Bilge Ceylan, cinematography by Gokhan Tiryaki, Turkey/France, 2006, Zeitgeist Films, color, 35mm, rated UK-15, 101 min. 

Cast: Ebru Ceylan, Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Nazan Kirilmis, Mehmet Eryilmaz

Turkish with English subtitles

“During a sweltering summer vacation on the Aegean coast, the relationship between middle-aged professor Isa (played by director Ceylan himself) and his younger, television producer girlfriend Bahar (the luminous Ebru Ceylan, Ceylan’s real-life wife) brutally implodes. Back in Istanbul that fall, Isa rekindles a torrid affair with a previous lover. But when he learns that Bahar has left the city for a job in the snowy East, he follows her there to win her back. Boasting subtly powerful performances, heart-stoppingly stunning cinematography (Ceylan’s first work in high definition) and densely textured sound design, CLIMATES is the Turkish filmmaker’s most gorgeous rumination yet on the fragility and complexity of human relationships. Winner of the prestigious Fipresci Award at the 2006 Cannes Film Festival, CLIMATES is internationally acclaimed writer-director Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s sublime follow-up to his Cannes multi-award winner DISTANT. Beautifully drawn and meticulously observed, the film vividly recalls the cinema of Italian master Michelangelo Antonioni with its poetic use of landscape and the incisive, exquisitely visual rendering of loneliness, loss and the often-elusive nature of happiness” [Zeitgeist Films]. 



-- Chale Nafus, Director of Programming, Austin Film Society

.

